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T has been my Fortune to be a Subje# and a Native of that 
part of the World, where almoſt three Years laſt paſt I have 
ſcarce heard any Thing, but the continual Noiſe of Popery 
and Plots, with all che clamorous Fears of a Jealous Kingdom, 
abour my Ears. And truly, I muſt plainly confels, I am 
; not ſo ill a Commonwealths-man, but that Iam glad to ſee my 
+ F Country-men difturb'd in a Cauſe, where Religion, Liberty, and 
Property are at Stake. If their Jealouſies are juſt, and their Fears 
Prophetick, in God's Name let them talk. Every good Man ought 
to be ſo far from ſilencing any Reaſonable Murmurs, that tis ra- 
ther his Duty to bear a Part in a Choire ſo Univerſal. And if we 
ſee the Great and Wiſe Men of our Nation, like true Engliſh Pa- 
triots, Strugling and Tolling to prevent our Threatning Calamities, 
let us take delight to behold them reſtleſs and uneaſie, rolling about 
dur troubled Sea, like Porpoiſes againſt a Tempeſt, ro fore-warn 
us of an approaching Deſtruction. 5 5 
But amidſt our evident Danger, we ſee another ſort of People 
daily flattering and deluding us into a falſe and fatal Security. And 
ſure none are ſo little our Friends, or indeed ſo void even of Hu- 
manity itſelf, as thoſe who wou'd lull us aſleep when Ruin is in 
view. Bur fince Zeal and Hypocriſie, naked Truth and artificial 
 Falſhood, have oftentimes alike Faces, I cannot but think ir the 
Duty both of a Chriſtian, and an Engliſp Man, to unravel the 
Treachery of thoſe falſe Arguments which they raiſe ro deſtroy us. 
As Firſt, They ſay, Why ſhou'd we ſtand in fear of Popery, when in 
the preſent Temper of England 'tis impoſſible for any Succeſſor whatcver 
to introduce it? 520" Pe | 
And next, amidſt our groundleſs Fears, (ſay they) Let us conſider 
what that Prince is that appears ſo dreadful a Gorgon to England. 4 
Prince that on all Accounts has ſo ſignally ventur d his Life for his King 
and Country: A Heroe of that faithful and matchleſs Couraze and Loyal- 
ty: A Prince of that unſhaken Honour and Reſolution, that his Word 
has ever been known to be his Oracle, and his Friendſhip a Bulwark where- 
ever he vouchſafes to place it; with ſuch an infinite Maſs of all the Bra- 
very and Gallantry that can adorn a Prince. Why, muſt the change of 
bis Religion deſtroy his Humanity, or the advance to a Crown. render his 
Ward or Honour leſs Sacred, or make him a Tyrant to that very People 
whom he has ſo often, and ſo chearfully defended > 14 hy, may there not 
be a Pop ſh King with all theſe Accompliſhments, that whatever his own 
private Devotions ſhall be, yet ſhall publickly maintain the Proteſtant 
Wor ſhip, with all the preſent Conſtitution of Government, unalter'd ? 


Yes, now I lay ſomething! If this Rara avis in terris can be found. 
7 ö -,.. 
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then England were in a happy Condition: But, alas! What G ol 
fies all the great paſt Actions of a Prince's Life, when P 


has got the Aſcendant. All Vertues muſt.rruckle to Religion; and 
how little an Impreſſion will all his recorded Glories leave behind 
them, when Rome has once Stamp'd him her Proſelyte? s 
But ſince unlikely T hings may come to paſs; let us ſeriouſly ex- 
amine how far the Notion of ſuch a Popsſh Succeſſor conſiſts with 
| Reaſon, or indeed has the leaſt Shadow of Poffibility. ..., 
If ro maintain and defend our Religion be any more than a Name, 


it is impoſſible for any Man to act the true Defenſive Part with- 


out the Offenſive too: And he that wou'd effectually uphold the 


Proteſtant Worſhip, Peace, and Intereſt, is bound to ſuppreſs all 
thoſe potent and dangerous Enemies that wow'd deſtroy em; for 
all other Defence is bur Diſguiſe and Counterfei. *' © 

If then the Wiſdom of ſeveral Succeſſive Monarchs, with a whole 


Nations unanimous Prudence, and indefatigable Care for the Pro- 


teſtant Preſervation, has determin'd, That thoſe Popiſh Prieſts who 
have Sworn Fealty to the See of Rome, and taken Orders in Fo- 
- reign Seminaries, are the greateſt Seducers of the King's Liege- 

People, and the moſt notorious Incendiaries and Subverters of the 
Proteſtant Chriſtianity and Loyalty; and for that Cauſe their ſe- 
veral Laws declare them Traytors; by conſequence theſe are the 


potent and dangerous Enemies which, in defence of the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, this Popiſh King is oblig'd to ſuppreſs and puniſh, and 


* 


theſe the very Laws he 1s bound to execute. 


And though, perhaps, till the Diſcovery of the late Plot, for fe- 


veral Ages we have not ſeen that Severity inflicted on Popiſh Prieſts, 


as the Laws againſt them require; and Why? Becauſe the flouriſh. 


ing Tranquility of the Eng/ifþ Church under this King and his Fa- 


ther's Reign, rendred them ſo inconſiderable an Adverſary, that 


the Natural Tenderneſs of the Proteſtant People of England not de- 
lighting in Blood, did nor think it worth their while either to de- 
tect or proſecute em, and therefore has not made em the com- 
mon Mark of Juſtice. FE 


But under the Reign of an Engliſh Papiſt, when the Fraternity 


of their Religion ſhall encourage the Pope ro make his working 


Emiſſaries Ten Times more numerous; when, if not the hope of 
Publick Patronage, yet at leaſt their confidence of Private Indul- 
gence, Connivance, and Mercy, emboldens the Miſſive Obedien- 


ce of his Jeſuirical Inſtruments, whilſt the very Name of a Popiſni 


Monarch has the Influence of the Sun in Egypt, and daily warms 


our Mud into Monſters, till they are become our moſt threatning 
and moſt formidable Enemies. 


ever 
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And if ever the Proteſtant Reli- 


- be 


Ws 4. 2 
e is oblig d to uphold the Proteſtant Intereſt, and actually ſup 
reſs.its moſt apparent and moſt nororious Enemies, 
Well then, for Arguments ſake, by the vertue of a ſttong Faith, 
Faith ſo ſtrong as may remove Mcuntains) let us ſuppoſe we 
nay have ſuch a Roman Catholick King, as ſhall diſcountenance Pope 
nd Popery, cheriſh Proteſtantiſm, and effectually deter and puniſh 


Kll that ſhall endeavour to undermine and ſupplant it: And 


hen let us examine what this King, thus qualified, muſt do. 

Firſt then, in continuing the Eccleſiaſtick Juriſdiction, Honours, 
nd Preferments in the Hands of the Proteſtant Clergy, he muſt 
onfer his Favours and Smiles on thoſe very Men, whom (by the 
Fundamentals of his own uncharitable Perſuaſion, which dooms 
Il chat die our, of the Boſom of the  Remiſh Church to a cer- 
un Stare of Damnation) he cordially believes to preach and 
each, and lead his Subjects in the direct way to Hell: And next, 
t the ſame Time he muſt not only Puniſh and Perſecute, but per- 
Paps Impriſon and Hang thoſe very only Righteous Men, whom 
rom the bottom of his Soul he believes can only open them the 
ates of Paradiſe: Whilſt in ſo doing he cannot but accuſe him- 
elf of copying the old Jewiſh Cruelty. Nay, in one reſpect he out- 
goes their Crime; for he acts that knowingly, which they com- 
itted ignorantly. For, by the Dictates of his Religion he muſt 


Pe convinc'd, that in effect he does little leſs than ſave a Barabbas, 


nee ,, 5: | + 8 
A very pretty Chimera! Which is as much as to make this Popiſh 
Ling the greateſt Barbarian in the Creation; a Barbarian that ſhall 
Fheriſn and maintain the Diſſenters from Truth, and puniſh and 
ondemn the Pillars of Chriſtianity, and Proſelytes of Heaven: 
Which is no other than to ſpeak him the baſeſt ot Men, and little 
eſs than a Monſter, Beſides, at the ſame Time that we ſuppoſe 
hat King that dares not uphold nor encourage his own Religion, 
e render him the moſt deplorable of Cowards; a Coward ſo ab- 
ect, that he dares not be a Champion even for his God. And 
ow conſiſtent this is with the Glory ofa Crown d Head, and what 
4% England has of ſuch a Succeſſor, I leave all Men ot Senle ro 
adge. = a5 5 Fa „ 
8 Befides, What miſ- match'd incongruous Ingredients muſt go ro 
ake up this Compoſition of a King! His Hand and Heart muſt 
de of no Kin to one another: He muſt be ſo inhumane to thoſe 
ery darling Jeſuits, that like Mahomet's Pidgeon infus'd and whiſ- 
der'd all his Heavenly Dreams into his Ears, that he muſt not only 
lip their Wings, but fairly Cage em too, even for the charming 
Dracles they breath'd him: And ar the ſame minute he muſt leave 
he wide and open Air to thoſe very Ravens that daily croak Ab- 
orrence and Confuſion ro them, and all their holy Dreams, and 
iſe Oracles, Thus whilſt he acts quite contrary to all his 
85 Inclinations, 


(69 
Inclinations, againſt the whole bent of his Soul, what does he but 
publickly put in force thoſe Laws for the Proteſtant Service, till in 
fine, for his Nations Peace, he ruins his own, and is a whole 
Scene of War within himſelf ? Whilſt his Conſcience accuſing his 
Sloth on one fide, the Pape on the other, Rome's! continual Bulls bel. 
lowing againſt him, as an undutiful, unactive Son of Holy Mo- 
ther Church, a Scandal to her Glory, a Traytor to her Intereſt; | 
and a Deſerter of her Cauſe ; one Day accufing the Lukewatmneſs | 
of his Religion, another the Puſillanimity of his Nature; all - 
man Catholic Princes deriding the feebleneſs of his Spirit, and the 
tameneſs of his Arm: Till at long run, to ſpare a Faggot in Smitb- 
feld, he does little leſs than walk on hot Irons himſelf. Thus all! 
the Pleaſures he reliſhes on a Throne, is but a kind of Good- Friday 
Entertainment. Inſtead of a Royal Feſtival, his riotting in all the 
Luxury of his Heart, to ſee Rome's Dagon worſhipp'd, Rome's Altars 
ſmoak, Rome's Standard fer up, Rome's Enemies defeated, and his 
victorious Mother Church Triumphant; his Abject and Poor- 
Spirited Submiſſion denies himſelf the only Thing he Thirſts for: 
And whilſt the Principles he ſucks from Rome do in effect in the 
Prophets words bid him, Riſe, ay and eat, his Fear, his Unkingly, 

nay Unmanly Fear, makes him faſt and ftarve, 
However, if there be ſuch a King in Nature, as will not de- 
fend his own Religion, becauſe he dares not; but ſneaks upon æ 
Throne, and in Obedience to his Fear ſhrinks from the Dictates of 
his Conſcience, and the Service of his God: If, like Jupiter's Log, | 
ſuch a King can be, and Fate has ordain'd us for a Popiſh Prince, 
pray Heaven ſhrowd the Imperial Lion in this innocent Lambs- 
skin. Zut I am afraid we ſhall ſcarce be ſo happy; and I ſhrewd- 
ly ſuſpect, that all thoſe cunning Catholick Trumperters who in all 
Companies found the Innocence of a Popiſh Succeſſor, and flatter 
us with ſuch a hopeful, harmleſs, peaceful Prince in a Papiſt, have 
a little of the Romiſh Mental Reſervation in the Promiſes they 
make us, and no ſmall ꝓeſuitical Equivocation in the Airy Caſtles 8 
they build us. 3 5 
Bur I have heard ſome ſay, Why, may there not be a zealous Prince 
of any Religion, who ſtill out of the meer Principles of Morality, ſhall . 
have that Tenderneſs and Senſe of his Peoples Peace, as to trouble him- 
ſelf about Religion no farther than concerns his own Salvation ; and there- 
fore continue the Adminiſtration of Laws and Devotion in the ſame 
Channel he found them ? J % 08 
And all this his meer Morality ſhall do! Alas! alas! If he's a 
Bigot in Religion, all his Morals are Slaves to his Zeal. Nay, | 
grant him to be the moſt abſolute Maſter of all the Cardinal Vertues, 
there's not one of them that ſhall nor be a particular Inſtrument for 
our Deſtruction. As for Example, allow him Fortitude, ſuppoſe Bi 
him a Prince of matchleſs Courage: So much the worſe; 1 Z 
"i oe 
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CY) 
Ades that bur make him rhe more daring, and more adventurous, 
in puſhing on the Cauſe of Rome, and with a more undaunted and 
manly Patience, bear all the Oppoſitions he meets in the way. 
If he be a Man of Fuſtice, that ſtill makes for Rome : for whilſt he 
believes the Pope to be Chriſt's Lawful Vicar, and that thar Office 
includes the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, no doubt bur he'll think ir 
as much the Duty of his Chriſtianity to give the Pope his Right, as 
to take his own: And in Chriſt's own Words, that give unto Cxlar 
| the Things that are Cæſar's, and unto God theſe Things that are God's, 
he'll certainly judge the Pope's Reſtauration as great a piece of 
WJ Juftice, as his own Coronation. Then if he be a Maſter of Tem- 
W perance, in the propereſt Senſe of this Moral Vertue, viz. a Man 
& that can govern his Paſſions, that's ftill as bad: For he that has the 
8 moſt bridled Paſſions, has always the firmeſt and ſteadieſt Reſo- 
lutions. Who ſo renown'd- for Conſtancy, fo fix d in his Reſolves, 
and ſo unalterable in his determin d Purpoſes, as that Philip of 
Spain, who was never heard to rage, or ſcarce ſeen to frown ? Nay, 
Hiſtory gives this Character of him, That after the Diſcovery of 
his Queen's Adultery with his own Son, at the ſame minute that 
he order d her a Bowl of Poyſon, he did not ſo muck as change his 
Look or Voice, either ro his Treacherous Son, or his Inceſtuous 
. And what ſo fit a Pillar for Popery, as ſuch Conſtancy in a 
- 5 | 15 wits = 
Bur if We take Temperance in its larger ſignification, viz. the Self- 
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og, denial of a Man's Worldly Appetites; ſtill worſe and worſe: For 
ice, Na Riotous Luxurious Monarch bounds his Ambition wholly in the 
bs- Pleaſures of a Crown, reſigns his Reins ro his Chariotcers, and 


leaves the Toil of Power to his Subordinate Magiſtrates, like the 
Work of Fate to Second Cauſes; whilſt his Intemperance fo flack- 


tter ens his Zeal, that it unbends thoſe very Nerves, which otherwiſe 
ave ¶ might be more ftrenuouſly wound up for our Deftruction. 

they And laſtly, If he has Prudence, that's worft of all. That's his 
ſtles 


40 2 Card; the only leading Vertue that manages bis 
Policies and Conduct with that Care and Art, till he effects the 
Buſineſs of Rome, and ripens that mighty Work to a perfection, 
which otherwiſe an overforward fool- hardy Zcal, by ill manage- 
ment, might deſtroy. 43 2 | 
Thus his very Cardinal Vertues are the abſolute Hinges that open 
he Gates ro Rome. Alas! where Superſtition rules the Day, all 
Noral Vertues are but thoſe leſſer Lights that take their Illumina- 
ion from that greater Orb above em. And thus, what boots it 
Ja a Popiſh Heir, to ſay he's the trueſt Friend, the greateſt of lie- 
ee, the beſt of Maſters, the juſteſt Judge, or the honeſteſt of Men? 
Al meer treacherous Quickſands for a People to repoſe the leaſt 
Plimpſe of Safety in, or build the leaſt Hopes upon. of ; 
1 Fur I have heard a great many ſay, I cannot enter into their 
—_— 8 The ug his, 
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Thoughts, that  Popiſh Succeſſor will ever take ſuch an inbumam and 
fo unnatural a. Come to eſtabliſh Popery, it bei YN 


4 Deluge of Blood. Surely. his very Glory ſhould withbold bim from fo | 

much Cruelty, conſidering how much more it would be for his Immortal 
Honour, to have the univerſal Prayers than the Curſes of a Nation. and 
ene would think a King would ſo much more endeavour to win the Hearts, | 


than the Hatred of bis People, that certainly in all probability this ex- 


centrick Motion, this digoynting the whole Harmony w a World, ſhould | 

be fo ungrateful to him, that no Religion whatever ſhould put ſuch 4 

Thought ime-bis than, © i ee en e eee | 
And all this his Glory ſhall do ? His Glory! The Glory of a Pa. 


o 


piſt! A pretty Airy Notion. How ſhall we ever expect chat 


Glory ſhall ſteer the Actions of a Popiſu Succeſſor, when there is not 


that Thing fo abject that he ſhall refuſe to do, or that Shape or 
Hypocrifie ſo ſcandalous he ſhall not aſſume, when Rome or Rome's! 
Intereſt ſhall command; nay, when his own petulant Stubboru- 
neſs ſhall but ſway: him? As for example; For one fit he mall 


| come ro the Proteſtant Church, and be a Member of their Com- 


munion, notwithſtanding at the ſame Time his Face belies his! 


| Heart, and in his Soul he is a"Remanif?. Nay, he ſhall vary his] 


Diſguiſes as often as an Algerine his Colours, and change his Flag 


to conceal the Pyrate. As for inſtance; Another fir, for whole 


Years together, he ſhall come neither to one Church nor the other, 
and participate of neither Communion, till ignobly he plays the 
unprincely, nay, the unmanly Hy pocrite, ſo long, that he ſhelters 


himſelf under the Face of an Avheift, to ſhrowd a Papiſt. A VI20f 
more fit for a Banditto, than a Prince# And this merhigks is ſc 


wretched, and ſo deſpicable a Diſguiſe, that ir looks like being 
aſham'd of his Get. 1 
Beſides, It Glory could have any Aſcendant oyer a Popiſh Suc- 
cefſor, one would think the V Vord of a King, and the Solgmn Pro: 
reſtations of Majeſty, ought ro be Sacred and Inviolable, But 
how many Precedents-have.we in Po 15 Princes to conyince us, 
their ſtrongeſt Engagements and Promiſes are lighrer than rhe. very 
Breath that utters em. As for Examples ſake; How did their 
Saint Mary of England promiſe the Norfolk and Suffolk, Inbabirant 
the unmoleſted continuation of the Proteſtant VVorſhip, calling he 


God (that God that ſaw the falſeneſs of ber Heart) ro witneſs, That 
though ber own Perſuaſion was of the Romiſh Faith, yet ſhe would con- 


tent herſelf with the private Exerciſe of her own Devotion, and prefers 
the then Proteſtant Government, with all her Subjects Rights and Pri 
vileges, uninjurd, Upon which, thoſe poor, credulous, honeſt, 
deluded Believers, on the Security of ſuch prevalent Conjurations 
led by the miſtaken Reverence they paid to a proteſting Majeſty] 
laid their Lives at her Feet, and were the very Men that 51 * 
acc! 


the Engliſh Conſtiturion, that it can never be introduced with leſs 1 4 
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(9) | 
Conteſt of the Sticetfion 'plac'd her on a Throne: Buf immedi: 
ately, when her Sovereign Power was {« elrabliſhed, and his 
pious Holineſs had bid her ſafely pull the Vizor off, no ſooner 
did Smithfield glow with Piles of blazing Herericks, but Chro- 


nicles more particularly obſerye, that no People in ber whole 
Kingdom felt ſo ſignal Marks of her Vengeance, as thoſe very Men 


that raiſed her to a Throne. Her- Princely Gratitude for their 
2 her with a Diadem, Crown 'd them with their Martyr» 
oms. % $336" res | PR uy PS AF 

= Bur fince we have mentioned her Princely Gratirude, twill nor 
be amiſs ro recolle& one Inſtarice more of fo exemplary a Vertue. 
In the Diſpute berwixr hers, and the Lady Fane Gray's Title ro the 

Crown, it was remarkable, that all the Judges of England gave 
their unanimous Opinions for the 1 Jane s Succeſſion, except 
one of them only, that aſſerted the Right of Mary: Bur it ſo fell 
out, that this Man proving 'a Proteſtant, (notwithſtanding of all 
the whole Scatlet Robe he had been ber only Champion) was fo 
barbarouſly perſecuted by her, that being firſt degraded, then im- 
priſon d and tortur d for his Religion, the craelty of his Torments 
was ſo Savage, that with his own Hand he made himſelf away 


to eſcape em. And well might the violence of his Deſpair ſuffci. 
= ently reſrifie his Sufferings were intolerable, when he fled to fo ſad 
a Refuge as Self-murder for a Deliverance, 1 


Bur here ſays another Objection, Suppoſe that the Conſervation of 
4 Nation's Peace, the Diſtates of a Prince's Glory, and all the Bonds of 


Morality, cannot have any Influence over a Popiſh Succeſſor ; yet why 


F his Coronation Oath, 


may there not be that Prince, who in Veneration 


ſhall defend the Proteſtant Religion, notwithſtanding all his private re- 


gret, and Inclinations to the contrary? When rather than incur the 
infamous: brand of Perjury, he ſhall tie himſelf to the performance of that 
which not the force of Religion itſelf ſhall violate? And then, how can 
there be that Tufidel of a Subject, after ſo Solemn an Oath, that ſhall nos 
believe him Fin NESTED | 8 4 29 
Why, truly, I am afraid there are a great many of thoſe Infi- 
dels, and ſome that f igive ſmart Reaſons for their Infideliry ; 
For, if he keeps his Qath; ue muſt allow, that the only Motive 
that prompts him to ep it, is ſome Obligation that he believes is 
in an Oath, But gering be lis of a Religion that can abſolve 
$ 1bjects from their Allegiance to an Hetetical Excommunicated 
Prince ; nay, depbſe him and take his very Crown away; why 
may it not much-more'releaſe a King from his Faith ro an Exgom- 
municared Heretical People, by ſo much as the Ties of Vaſſals to 
Monarchs, are greater than thoſe of Monarchs to Vaſſals ? 
Bur *rwill not be amiſs, for ſtrengthening this Argument, to give 
the World an Inſtance of the Power of an Oath with a Roman Ca- 


belick King. . 
—ä— 5 The: 


(10) 
There is a famous Gentleman on the other fide the Water, whom 
we all very well know, (pray Heaven we live not to be better ac- 
 quainred with him than we deſire) that once took the ſtrongeſt of 
Oaths, the Sacrament, That he would never Invade nor make War up- 
on Flanders, But whether or no his Confeſſor found ſome Jeſuitical 
Loop-hole from that Sacrament, or that the Body and Blood ef 
Chriſt could not hold him, we ſee that Flanders of late years has 
not liv'd ſo merrily, nor ſo peaceably, as fo Royal a Voucher (one 
would have thought) might have aſſured them they ſhould. _ | 
And now ler us a little balance the difference between the Breach 
of his Oath, and that of a Popiſh Prince's in England. All the 
Motives that could provoke him to the Breach of his Oath, was 
only his Ambition, a Luſt of being Great: And at the ſame Time 
that he is an Invader of hig Neighbouring Princes, his Conſcience 
muſt tell him his Conqueſts are at beſt hut ſo many glorious Robbe- 
ries, and all his Trophies but ſhining Rapines. Was it not the Senſe 
of this that made Charles V. who may be alſo called Great, after 
all his Victories, retire from a Throne into a Cloyſter, out of 
meer remorſe for all the Srreams of Blood he had ſhed, ro make 
the laſt part of his Life an Aronemenr for the, Faults of rhe firſt ? 
And then if a Roman Catholick can break an Oath only for the 
Pleaſure of Conquering, which he knows is doing ill; ſhall not a 
| Popiſh Prince in England have Ten Times more Inclination to break 
an Oath for the Propagation of his own Faith, which his Conſci- 
ence tells him is Meritorious ? For, beſides the ſpecious flarrery, 
That Kings can do no ill, and That all Crimes are cancelled in a Crown, 
he has Religion to drive the Royal Jehuon ; A Religion that ſince 
it had a Being in the World, (rhro' all Ages,) has fer all Nations 
in a Flame, yer never confeſſes itſelf in the wrong. Beſides, how 
can a Popiſh Prince, in attempting to eſtabliſn his own Religion, 
believe he does his Subjects an Injuſtice in that very Thing in 
which he does God Juſtice; or think he injures them, when he 
does their Souls right ? Alas! no: When Rome by her infinuaring 
Witchcrafts has lifted the full Bowl of her Inchantmens to his Lips, 
what will his holy enthuſiaſtick Rage do leſs than the hor-brain'd 
drunken Alexander? All his beft Friends, and every honeſt Chrus 
that dares but thwart his Frenzie, is preſently his Frenzies Sacri- 
fice : only with this difference; the frantick Alexander, afrer his 
drunken Fit was over, in his milder and more ſenſible Intervals, 
with all the Compunctions of Penirence, could Mourn and Groan 
for what his blinder Rage had murder'd : But Religious Frenzie 
leaves that eternal Injoxication behind it, that where it commits all 
the Cruelties in the World, tis never ſober after to be ſorry for't. 
Thus whilſt a Popiſh King ſets his whole Kingdom in a com- 
buſtion, how little does he think he plays a Second Nero? Good | 
Conlgjentious Man, not he; Alas! he goes not rune his Joys A 
N | the 
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. 
the Tyrannick Nero's. Harp, but to David's milder and more ſacred 
Lyre; Whilſt in the height of his pious Extaſie he Sings Te Deum ar 
the Conflagration. Thus with an arbitrary unbounded Power, 
what does his licentious holy thirſt of Blood do leſs, than make 
his Kingdom a larger Slaughter-Houſe, and his Smithfield an Ori- 
ginal Shambles? Thus the old Moloch once again revives, ro Feaſt 
and Rior on his dear Humane Sacrifice: And whilſt his fiery Iron 
Hands cruſh the poor burning Victim dead, the Propagation of 
Religion, and the Glory of God, as he calls it, are the very 
Trumpets that deafen all the feeble Cries of Blood, and drown the 
dying Groans of what he murders. | 
Thus whilſt the Bonds of Faith, Vows, Oaths, and Sacraments 
can't hold a Popiſh Succeſſor, what is that in an Imperial Head, bur 
what in a private Man we puniſh with a Gaol and Pillory ; whilſt 
the perjur'd Wretch ſtands the univerſal Mark of Infamy, and then 
is driven from all Converſation, and like a Monſter hooted from 
Lighr and Day: But the Pope and a Royal Hand may do any 
Thing: there's a Crown in the Caſe to gild the Deeds his Royal 
Engines act. 1 3 . „ 
. —— = uy ; 
JIurpe eſt Cerdoni, Voleſos Brutoſque, decebie, 
They are ſtill that adorable Sovereign Greatneſs ws muſt kneel 
to, and obey. What if a little perjur d Villain has ſworn a poor 
Neighbour out of a Cow or a Cottage! Hang him, inconſiderable 
Rogue, his Ears deſerve a Pillory. But to ——— and Covenant, 
and forſwear Three Kingdoms out of their Liberties and Lives, 
that's Illuſtrious and Heroic. There's Glory in great Atchieve- 
ments, and Vertue in Succeſs. Alas! a vaſt Imperial Nimrod 
hunts for Nobler Spoils, flies at a whole Nations Property and In- 
heritance. A Game worthy a Son of Rome, and Heir of Paradiſe. 
And to lay the mighty Scene of Ruin ſecure, he makes his Coro- 
nation-Oath, and all his Royal Proteſtations, (thoſe ſplendid Baits 
of premeditated Perjury) the Cover and Skreen to the hidden fa- 
tal Toll laid to inſnare a Nation. [ | 
But now to their main Objection # Some People will tell us, That 
tis wholly impoſſible for any Popiſh Succeſſor, by all his Arts or En- 
deavcurs whatever, to introduce Popery into England. 
Io this I anſwer, If he's a Papiſt that ſays ſo, he knows he be- 
lyes his Conſcience; for our late Helliſh Plot is a plain Demon- 
ſtration, that their whole Party believed ir poſſible. For did not 
the late Secretary St. Coleman's Records tell us, That the peſtilent 
Northern Hereſie was to be rooted out, and that now they had as much 
Hopes of accompliſhing that Sacred Work of Rome, as they had in 
Queen Mary's Days 2 Could any Thing be plainer, than that the 
ubtle Feſaits had formed a Deſign ro effect it; For it is contrary 
to Reaſon, and even Nature itſelf, * Bloody as their 9 
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are) to think they aim'd at the Life of their King, and would play 
the Regicides only to commit the blackeſt of Murders, for meerly 
Murders ſake. No: They had the Aſſurance under a preſump- 
tive Popiſh Heir, of making a National Converſion ; and how lit- 
tle privy ſoever he might poſſibly be to their principal and helliſh 
Blow, yer they had that perfect in- ſight into the very Soul of a Pa- 
# piſt, that they were ſatisfy d that under that Notion it was impoſſi- 
le fof him to be otherwiſe than a Man of Rome's right Stamp, and 
their Hearts own liking. And if under ſuch a Succeſſor, their Hopes 
of a Nations Converſion were equal to thoſe in Queen Mary's Time, 
no doubt the Converting Means muſt have been as Bloody or Bloodi- 
er than hers. For if after the ſhorr Infancy of Seven Years Reforma- 
tion, under the Proteſtant Edward the Sixth's Reign, there wanted 
Fire and Faggor ro reftore the Pope; how much more will he want 
them for his Reſtoration, after an Excluſion of above 180 Years to- 
gether, with all the neceſſary Difficulties of regaining his Empire 
where his Throne has been ſo long demoliſh'd? Nay, in Edward's 
Days the only deteſtation of the Fopperies, Idolatries, and Super- 
ſtitions of 1 was all that went to make a Proteſſ ant Reformation. 
Alas! the Beaſt was then bur Young : But his Horns are ſince 
grown ſtronger, and his Teeth and Tallons ſharper : For, ſince that, 
we have had the notorious Paris and Iriſh Maſſacres, when at one 
riotous Feſtival above 100000 bleeding Proteſtant Hearts were all 
gorged by the devouring Monſter in a Night. Add to theſe, the 
Fecceffive Villanies of Gunpowder-Treaſons, Fired Cities, with 
Plots againſt Kings and Kingdoms, which ſerve ro heighren the 
— ß ̃ñ ß es 
And if after all this we muſt ſtill be Converted, moſt eertainly 
his Holineſs muſt follow Nebuchadne;;ar's Example, and heat bis 
Fiery Furnace Seven Times hotrer than formerly. os Feng 
Thus far we are convinc'd that the Yeſuzts believ'd it poſſible; 
and they are too cunning and politick a ſort. of People, to be de- 
ceived with Shadows, or 'make Mountains of Mole-hills. And 
that it may not be objected, That their Zeal has blinded their Rea- 
ſon, let us bur rightly conſider, how far the firſt Foundations of 
Popery, (viz. Arbitrary Power) may be laid in England. Firſt, then 
if a Papiſt Reign, we very well underſtand that the Judges, Sheriffs, 
3 of the Peace, and all the Judiciary Officers, are of the 
ing's Creation: And as ſuch, how far may the Influence of Pre- 
fermenr on baſer Conſtitutions, cull'd our for his purpoſe, prevail 
even to deprave the very Throne of Juſtice herſelf, and make our 
Judges uſe even our Proteſtant Laws themſelves to open the firſt 
Gare to Slavery. Alas! the Laws, in corrupted Judges Hands, 
have been too often us d as barbarouſly as the Gueſts of Procruſtes,” 
who had a Bed for all Travellers; bur then he either cut them 
morter, or ſtrerch'd them longer, to fit them to it. Well, on of 
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(13) 
ie Publick Miniſters of Juſtice betray rhe Libetty of the Subject, 
ne Subject may petition for a Parliament to puniſh em fort. 
zut what if he will neither hear one, nor call the other 2 who 
tall compel him ? The intail'd Revenues of the Crown are much 
rger than his Popiſh Predeceſſors e re enjoy d, notwithſtanding all 
e Branches of ir that terminate with the Life of this preſent King. _ 
efides, if this will not do, there's no doubt but he'll find ſufficient 
ſſiſtance from the Pope, Engliſh Papiſts, and Foreign Princes: 
nd then having but a prudent Eye, and a tenacious Hand, to 
anage his Exchequer, we ſhall find he Il never call that People be 
)all never have need of. And then where are our Parliaments, 
d a Redreſs for all the Grievances and Oppreſſions in the World 2 
ut all this while the Pope is not Abſolure, there wants a Stand- 
g Army to crown the Work. And he ſhall have it; For who 
all hinder him? Nay, all his Commanders ſhall be qualified, 
en by our preſent Proteſtant Teft, for the Employment. He ſhall 
ave h Men of the Blade out of one half of the Gaming- 
ouſes in Town, to Officer twice as many Forces as he ſhall wa nt. 
is true, they ſhall-be Men of no Eſtates nor Principles; but they 
all fight as well as thoſe that have both: For People are ever as 
aliant that have their Fortunes to raiſe, as thoſe that have them 
defend: Nay, of the two they ſhall be more faithful to him; 
have no Propetry to be concern'd for, and will more zea- 
fly ferve him, by reaſon their whole Intereſts and Efta.es lie in 
m. And that this Army may be more quietly raiſed, how many 
onourable Pretences may be found ? Perhaps the greateſt and 
oft imporrunate Preſervation of his Kingdom ſhall call (for it; 
d then, upon ſecond Thoughts, inftead of defeating ſome Fo- 
ign Enemy, they are opporrunely ready ro cut our Throats at 
Wome, it we do not ſubmit, and give all that this King ſhall ask. 
d then I hope none will deny, but his Revenue may be as great 
She and his Popiſh Counſellors ſhall think fir ro make vc. 
Thus far we have given the Pourtraicture of a Popiſh King: 
d now let us take a Draught of his Fearpres in his Minority; 
tis, whilſt he is only a Popiſh Heir Apparent, TEES 
Imagine then a long and proſperous Reign of a Proteſtant 
ince, a Prince ſo excellently qualified, that true Original of 
mency, Goodneſs, Honour, all the moſt dazling Beams of Ma- 
y: Thar with all his Sacred Princely Endowments he renders 
nſelf ſo true a Vicegerent of Heaven in his Three Kingdoms, ſo 
ar an Image of God in the moderation of his Temper, and the 
penſation of his Laws, that even the nearneſs of his affinity to 
aven ſhould entitle him to the deareſt Care of it. And to prove 
n the deareſt Care of Heaven, imagine likewiſe that Heaven bas 
en him a People of thoſe loyal and grareful Principles, looking 
with that thankful Allegiance, and kneeling with _ bumble 
ee enetation 
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Sword, till perhaps they have added thoſè Gems to his Crown, tha 
all his Princely Anceſtors could never boaſt of: Being ſo truly tr 


Royal Predeceſſors: And not ſtopping here, but upon all occaſior 


where his private Satisfaction call d for it; as if they were reſolve; 
to yield their Hands and Hearts fo entire a Sacrifice ro Majeſty, th 
they would gratify even his ſofreſt Wiſhes, ſrudying to ſweeren hi 
Fatigue of Empire with all the Pleaſures of a Throne, 


Papiſt. And to purſue this Landſchape, we ſee this once hap 


veſts, and their Vintages. Thus they ſo long ſurvey their threarn: 


_ Succeſſor; and, like true Patriots, anticipate their Woes, with 


the univerſal Object of their Hate and Fear, and the Subject 


votions: Murmurs ſo bold, that they dare approach the ve 


(14) 
Veneration to the beſt of Kings, the Author of heir Proſperitf! 
and the Founder of his Kingdoms Glory, that they have made A 
the greateſt ſtudy of their Obedience ro deſerve ſo goed a Kin, 
Witneſs in all Exigences their cordial tendring their Lives to ſerye 
him, and ſo far endeavouring to ſtrengthen his Scepter and his 
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nuous in rendring their Purſes and Fortunes his abſolute Votari 
till they have made his Revenue more than trebly exceed all hi 


continuing their generous and unwearied Bounty : Nay, that to 
not always where his Peoples Safety, and his Kingdoms Glory, bu 
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Now let us ſuppoſe, after a long Tranquility of this matchle 
Monarch's Reign, That the immediare Heir to his Crown, an 
a part of his Blood, by the. Sorceries of Rome is canker'd into 
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flouriſhing Kingdom ſo far (as in all Duty and Reaſon bound) ca 
cern'd for themſelves, their Heirs, and their whole Countries ſa 
ty, till with an honeſt, cautious, rp Fear they begin rot 
ſpect a Kingdoms univerſal Health; till weighing all the Sym 
roms of its State, they plainly deſcry thoſe Peſtilential Vapours fe 
menting, that may one Day infect their Air, and ſicken their Wor 
and ſee that riſing Eaſtern Storm engendring, that will once brit 
in thoſe more than Egyptian Locuſts, that will not only fill the 
Houſes, and their Temples, but devour their Labours, their H. 
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Countries Danger, till with a more than Prophetick horror, tht 
manifeſtly diſcover all the inſeparable Concomitants of a Pop 


preſent Senſe of the future Miſeries they foreſee. 
With theſe juſt: Reſentments of their dangerous State, tis eaſie 
conclude what follows. What is this Popiſh Heir in the Eye of Er 
land, but perhaps the greateſt and only Grievance of the Nati 


their Clamours and Curſes? Ar whoſe Door lie their Diſconte! 
and Murmurs; But tis Murmurs ſo violent, that they thruſt in 
mongſt their very Prayers, and become almoſt a part of their [ 


Palace, nay Throne and Ear of Majeſty. And whenever the P. 
ple of England reflect on this Heir as their King in Reverſion, i 
have Reaſon to look upon him as no better than Jupiter's Yi 
amorgk the Frogs. Yes, notwithſtanding all his former Glo 


©." 
ind Conqueſts, his whole Stock of Fame is ſo loſt and buried in 
his Apoſtacy from the Religion, and conſequently the Intereſt of 
rheſe Proteſtant Kingdoms, that all his Services are cancell'd, and 
his whole Maſs of Glory corrupred. 
Suppoſe likewiſe this Popsſh Heir for many happy Years fo bleſt 
Win the Tenderneſs and Friendſhip of the beſt of Kings, that there 
is not that Favour or Honour within the reach or wiſh of Majeſty, 
chat be has not made it the Study of his whole Reign to confer up- 
lion on him, whilſt his Greatneſs and Luſtre have been ſo much his 
toll deareſt darling Care, as if the promoting his Intereſt had been 
buche Support of his own ; till in ſhort he has had ſo large a ſhare in 
olvel che Boſem of this Royal Pylades, this kindeſt and moſt gracious of 
| half Princes, as if one Soul had animated them both. „ 
u h On this Foundation, as great Affections are not eaſily removed, 
and Sympathy is that Bond which Humane Power can ne'er diſ- 
chile ſolve, ſuppoſe moreover, that this inſeparable Tie continues ſo 
long, notwithſtanding all the Changes of Principles and Religion, 
„„ Byaſs ſo heavy that it almoſt overturns a Kingdom: Yer ſtill the 
hapil force of Nature and Friendſhip ſurmounts them all, and ſtands that 

b zcalous unſhaken Bulwark, for the Protection and Safety of this 
deareſt Part of himſelf; till at length he does little leſs than act ſo 
over fond a Pelican, that he exhauſts even his own Vitals to cheriſh 
him. "= 18 „ 1 

Thus whilſt the long and lawful Fears of a drooping Nation have 
fully and juſtly ſatisfied them, that the kindeſt and moſt favourable 
Aſpect of Majeſty that ſmiles on England, through the Defence and 
Intereſt of a Popiſh Heir, ſhines bur like the Sun thro' a Burning- 
Glaſs, whoſe gentleſt Morning Vernal Beams, thro that fatal Me- 
dium, do but burn and conſume what otherwiſe they would warm 
and cheriſh; What can the Conſequence of this unhappy Friend- 
ſhip be, but at the very Souls and Loyalties of almoſt a whole King- 
dom are ſtaggered at this fatal Conjunction; till I am afraid there 

are too many, who in deteſtation of that one gangren'd Branch of 
eaſell Royalty, can ſcarce forbear (how undutifully ſoever) ro murmur 
and revile even at that Imperial Root that cheriſhes it? Inſomuch 
that thoſe very Knees that but now would have bow'd into their 
very Graves to ſerve him, grow daily and hourly ſo far from bend- 
ing (as they ought) to a Crown'd Head, till they are almoſt, as ſtub- 
born as their Peritions and Prayers have been ineffectugl. 

Thus whilſt a Popiſh Heir's extravagant Zeal for Rme“ makes 
him ſhake the very Throne that upholds him, by working and in- 
croaching on the Affections of Majeſty for that Protection and In- 
dulgence that gives Birth and Life to the Hearr-burnings of a Na- 
tion; what does he otherwiſe, than in a manner ſtab his King, his 
Patron, and his. Friend, in his tendereſt part, his Loyal Subjects 
Hearts? Which certainly is little leſs than to play the more linger- 
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(16) 
ing ſort of Parricide; a' part ſo ſtrangely vinpatural, that ca 
Savages would bluſh at; yer this Religion, incorrigible, remorſe] 
leſs Religion, never ſhrinks ar. I 
Thus whilſt the Univerſal Nerves of a whole ſtruggling Natisi 
bend their unired Force againſt the Invaſion of Pope od Popery} 
in ſrudying to prevent Tyranny, they grow jealous of Monarchy] 
And fearing leſt their Loyal Aid to the Father of their Country 
ſhould unhappily contribute to the ſtrengthening of the Subverten 
of their Peace and Liberty, inſtead of that Triburary-Gold which 
once they ſo cheerfully ſhower'd at their Dread Saveraigns Feet} 
now on the contrary the Protection of a Popiſh Succeſſor make 
them ſo far from ſupplying the real and moſt preſſing Neceffitici 
of Majeſty, that they are rather well pleaſed, and Triumph in hi 
greateſt Wants, and that perhaps when his Glory, nay, poſſibl 
when his neareſt Safety calls for their Aﬀiſrance. © 
Thus what does this Popiſh Heir in tying up the Hands of : 
whole Nation from their juſt Devotion to their King, but only 
this, In return for the accumulared Honours heaped upon him, he 
- moſt inhumanely ſtarves the very Hand that fed him. An Ingra4 
titude that even an Infidel would be aſhamed of. But this Religi 
on, incorrigible, remorſeleſs Religion, never bluſnes a.. 
| - Beſides, if there can be a Son of that Royal Martyr CHARLES 
the Firſt, a Prince ſo truly Pious, that his very Enemies dare not 
aſperſe his Memory or Life with the leaſt blemiſh of Irreligion ; a 
Prince that Seal'd the Proteſtant Faith with his Blood; who in hi 
deplorable Fate, and ignominious Death, bore ſo near a reſem- 
blance to that of the Saviours of the World, that his Suffering 
can do no leſs than Seat him at the righr-hand of Heaven. If, 1 
ſay. there can be a Son of that Royal Proteſtant, of that unchari- 
NED able Popiſh Faith, who by the very Tenets of his Religion, doom: 
all that die without the Boſom of their Church, irreparably damn'd; 
then conſequently he muſt barbarouſly rear up his Father's Sacred 
Monument, brand his bleſſed Memory with the Name of Heretick; 
and ro complear rhe horrid Anathema, he moſt impiouſly execrates 
the very Majeſty that gave him being. . 
hben in fine, provided and granted that we have an Heir to the 
Imperial Crown of England perverted to the Romiſh Faith, and 
- conſequently of that depraved Conſtitution and Principles, that he 
has neither Charity for the Stock from whence he ſprang, Con- 
cern or Care for the Safety, Peace, Glory or Proſperity of the beſt 
of Patrons, Friends and Kings, nor laſtly, any remorſe for all the 
Groans of an afflicted Kingdom. What Promiſes can we give our- 
ſelves of his future Reign, when we have all theſe fatal Progno- 
ſticks before Hand? Ex pede Hercules. Or is it likely, he will have 
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98 greater Care and Tenderneſs for a Nations Peace, when he ſhall be 


Scared on a Throne, and have more Power to take it from them? 


But 


(7) 

But fay$ 4 Critick to all this, Suppoſe this Popiſh Heir undoubtedly 
believes (as 4 Papiſt muſt do) that there's no way to Heaven but his own 3 
ſhould he ſo far comply with the Glory or Intereſt of his King, though 4 
Father or a Brother, on the one fide, and the Quiet and Safety of a Na- 
tion on the other, as to renounce his Principles of Chriſtianity, and Cen- 
form to theirs: What were that, but to purchaſe their Peace with his 
own Damnation; and to Sacrifice his own Soul; for their Worldly In- 
tereſts? And certainly, neither Duty, nor Allegiance, nor any Tye what= 
ever, ought to extort that from him. And then, if all the Grievances of 
4 Kingdom lie at his Door, Alas ! the worft can be ſaid of him is, That 
if he be any Occaſion of it, tis his Unhappineſs, and not his Fault. 
More eſpecially, provided he 1s only Paſſive, and that we plainly ſee that 
during his being this Popiſh Heir, he Acts nothing that may encourage 


or favour Popery in the leaſt. a 7 | 
Pray, by the Way, How muſt ir follow, that if we do not 
plainly ſee him Act, that therefore he muſt nor Act? Does no 
Man Act, bur he that publickly Treads the Stage? Does no Man 
fit at the Helm, bur he that vifibly holds the Rudder? Does no 
Wind ſtir the Troubled Sea into a Tempeſt, but what the poor 
Mariners both hear and feel? No Storm, bur that which Lightens 
in their Eyes, and Thunders in their Ears, ro warn em tis 4 
- roming ? Alas! alas! The greateſt Hurricanes are only made by 
Subterranean Winds. A ſecret, filent, underground working Mine 
of Ruin, which never burſts out till it Deſtroys, and which no 
hit Man hears or ſees till he is loſt. e ; 
m- But to return to the Objection, The Grievance of 4 Nation may be 
bis Unhappineſs, and not his Fault, &c. Thar is, in ſhort, he can- 
not help ir. Very right. And ſo when this Popiſh Heir comes 
to the Crown, and promotes the Romiſh Intereſt with all the Se- 
verity, Injuſtice, and Tyranny, that Religious Cruelty can in- 
vent, his Anſwer will be, he cannot help it, or at leaſt cannot 
-wirhſtand thoſe irreſiſtible Motives that prompt him to their Exe- 
cution, which is the ſame Thing. The injunctions of his Conſci- 
ence make him as Active now in the Ruining a Kingdoms Peace, 
as he was Paſſiye in it before. For who can be ſo void of com- 
mon Senſe, as not to know that the ſame Impulſe of Conſcience 
that makes a Man a Roman Catholic, will make him Act like one 
when Opportunity ſerves? And what greater Opportunity to eſta- 
bliſh Popery, than for a Papiſt ro wear a Crown ? And tho per- 
haps the ſtubborn Enzliſh Genius will not eaſily bend to the Super- 
e Ririon of Rome, yer fince his Almighry Friend the Pope, the undiſ- 


puted Keeper of the Keys of Paradiſe, will no doubt aſſign him no 
common Diadem in Heaven fot ſo glorious a Task as a Nation's 
Converſion, who then will not make that Sacred Work the ſtudy 
of Years; which cannot be accompliſh'd in a Day, for ſuch a Re- 
ward ? Eſpecia/ly when he has — two infallible 3 


.pawn his Eſtate to redeem his Soul. Merit, that drains the Wealth 
of Nations into the Prieſtly Coffers, and makes the Luxury of a 


moſt dangerous of England's Enemies, and of all our Foes has the 
moſt inflexible invincible Enmiry: Nay, the very outrages of 


Death, or the Apprehenſions of Hell, may ar left repent. But a 


from him, is, He cannot help it, 


(18) 
Spur him on in ſo Godly a Cauſe: Firſt then, he is of a Religion 
that makes human Merit the Path to Salvation. Merit, the Roman 
Catholic Exchequer, Rome's Botromleſs Golden Mine, Merit, 
that makes the frighred dying Sinner ſtarve his own Blood, and 


3 


World the pamper'd riotous Church-man's Inheritance. Merit 
that can make a Loretto Chappel vye with a Venetian Arſenal ; and 
Rome's Altars, Cloyſters, and Convents, riſe ſo high, ſo rich, ſo nu- 
merous, and ſo magnificent, tho the impoveriſh'd Widows Groans, 
and the Naked Orphans Cries do little leſs rowardsthe Building 
than a ſecond Ampbion. Nay, Merit, that can conſecrate Dag- 
gers, and kill Kings. Thus whilſt he has the Wonder-working 
Merit for his Tutor, what greater and more Meritorious Act to 
Canonize- him a Saint of the firſt Magnirude, than rhe Converting 
of an Apoſtatized Hererical Kingdom? e OW 
And then next, he is of a Religion that does nor go altogether in 
the Old Faſhion Apoſtolical way of Preaching and Praying, and 


Teaching all Nations, Gc. but Scourging, and Racking, and 


Broiling 'em into the Fear of God. A Religion that for its own 


Propagation will at any Time Authorize its Champions to diveſt 
themſelves of their Humanity, and act worſe than Devils, to be 
Saints. And thus whilſt neither the Cries of Blood can deter him 

on the one Side, and ſo no Tyranny come amiſs to him; and next, 

that he has the undeniable Aſſurance of the greateſt Bleſſings of 


Eternity to encourage him on the other; With theſe Advantages, 
who would not be as active as a ſecond Romulus, and with all his 
utmoſt Vigour and Pride, build up his Rome's new Walls, tho he 


made his neareſt, nay, the Nations deareſt Blood their Cement. 


And thus, what is a Popiſh Heir, but the moſt terrible and the 


Thefts, Murders, Adulteries, and Rebellions, are nothing to the 
Pious Barbarities of a Popiſh King. The Murderer and Adukerer 
may in Lime be reclaimed by the Precepts of Morality, and the 
Terrors of Conſcience. The Thief by the dread of a Gallows may 
become honeſt. . Nay, the greateſt Traytor, either by the Fear of 


Papiſt on a Throne has an unconfurable Vindication for all his 
Proceedings, Challenges a Commiſſion even from Heaven for all 
his Cruelry dares act. And when the Inchantments of Rome have 
rouch'd his Tongue with a Coal from her Alrars, what do his En- 
rhufiaſms make him believe. but that rhe moſt Savage and moſt 
Helliſh Dooms his blinded Zeal can pronounce, are the immediate 
Oracles of God? and all the Apology a poor Nation can expect 
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(19) 
1 but (fay the wiſeſt Criticks we have met with yet) if theſe be 
the Dangers of a Popiſh King, why bavs we not ſuch ſtrong, ſuch potent 
Laws made before this Po 1 Heir com to the Crown, that it ſhall be 
impoſſible for him ever to ſer up Popery, though be ſhould never ſo much 
endeavour itꝰ by | "= 
To this I Anſwer ; To endeavour to ſer up Popery by Law, even 
with the Laws that we have already againſt ir, is impoſfible; and 
therefore the very Suppoſition of the Projection that way is Non- 
lenſe. And on the other fide, ro conclude hell endeavour to do it 
againſt Law, and ſo to make New Laws on purpoſe for him to 
break them with their Fellows, is worſe Nonſenſe than r'other.- 
Beſides, Who ſhall call this King to Queſtion for breaking theſe 
Laws, if he has the Power and Will to do it? I fanſie that the 
only neareſt Illuſtration I can make upon this Point, in creating 
new Laws againſt Popery in Caſe of a Popiſh Succeſſor, is as Po- 
lirick a Piece of Work in the Kind, as building rhe Hedge to fence 


in the Cuckow. Tis true, I will not deny, bur a Popiſh King 


may be rorally reftrain'd from all Power of introducing Popery, by 

the force of ſuch Laws that may be made ro Tye up his Hands; 

but then they muſt be ſuch as muſt ruin his Prerogative, and put 

the executive Power of the Laws into the Hands of the People. 

If a King of England were no more than a Stadt. holder in Holland, 
or a Duke of Venice, no doubt Popery would have little hopes of 
cory into E . which is in ſnort, he that is no King, can 
be no Tyrant. But what Monarch will be ſo unnatural to his own 
Blood, ſo ill a Defender, and ſo weak a Champion for the Royal 

Digniry he wears, as to Sign and Rarifie ſuch Laws as ſhall enrail 

that effeminacy and that ſervility on a Crowy, as ſhall render the 

Imperial Majefty of England but a Pageant, a meer Puppet upon a 

Wire? If then no King will aſſent to make Laws to do it this way, 

and no Las can do it t other, all Laws againſt Popery, in Caſe of 
2 Popiſh Succeſſor, are as I told you before, but building the Hedge 
Sc. For indeed, how can the force of Laws made by a Proteſtanc 

Predeceſſor, and a Proteſtant Parliament, in any ſort bind a Popith 

Sueceſſor, when the very firſt Advance of the Popes Supremacy 
introduces that higher power; thoſe Canonick Eccleſiaſtick Laws, 
Which no Secular, or any Temporal Court can or may controul ?- 
Laws that ſhall declare, nor only all the Statutes and Acts of Par- 

liament made againſt the Dignity of Mother-Church, void and - 
null, but the very Law-makers themſelves as Hereticks, wholly un- 

cipable of ever having any right of making ſuch Laws. No doubt 
then, bur that fire that burns thoſe Hererick Law-makers, ſhall 
give their Laws the ſame Martyrdom, . 

With this certain proſpect, both of the Ruin of their Eſtates, 
Lives, and Liberties, where lies the Sin in the Commons of Eng- 
lend to ſtand upon their Guard againſt a Popiſh Succeſſor? Ay, a 

C 2 God: 


prove how far tis impoſſible to do ene without the other; but on 


vhole Frame and Hinges of the Engliſp Government, introducing | 


has perverted the King into a Tyrant. And not to ſtop here, If 
the Conſtitution of the Eugliſg Majeſty makes a King ſupreme Mo- 


Brainford in the Play, he refigns and alienates the Right and 


we totally ſubberr and depoſe the very Monarchy itſelf. And can | 


him d How much more conſiſtent would it be with the honeſt, 


6 
God's Name let em ſtand upon their Guards, and uſt all Expedi: 
ents to keep out Popery and Tyranny, provided ſtill that we preſerve 
the Sacred Succeſſion in its right line; for that we are told both 
King and People are obliged in Conſcience to defend and uphold. 
I rhink I need nor infift further in multiplying Arguments to 


my; 


a 


RK 
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the other fide let us examine how the defending and eſtabliſning a 

Popiſh Succeſſor, is an Obligation on our Duties or Conſciences. 
Firſt then, let us fanſie we ſee this Popzſh Heir on his Throne, 

and by all the moſt illegal and arbitrary Means, contrary to the 


IIe 


Popery with that Zeal and Vigour, till his infatuated Conſcience | 


derator and Governor, both Eecleſiaſtick and Civil; What does 
this Pepiſh King by admitting the Pope's Church-Supremacy, but 
diveſt himſelf of half his Royalty, whilſt like the Junior King of | 
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Power of Majeſty to an Invader and an Uſurper ? And whilſt we 
are thus enſlaved by a Medley-Government betwixt Tyranny and 
Uſurpation, by eſtabliſhing a Papiſt on a Throne, we are ſo far 
from preſerving the Crown, that is, the Imperial Dignity, in a | 
right Line of Succeffion, that we do nor preſerve it at all, but on 
the contrary extirpate and deſtroy it, whilſt by enthroning a Papiſt, 
it be the Duty of either Engliſp Men or Chriſtians, to have that 
Zeal for a corrupred leprous Branch of Royalty, that we muſt 
ruin both Religion, Government, and Majefty itſelf, ro ſupport 


prudent, and lawful Means of a Nation's Preſervation, to take out | 


one Link out ofthe whole Chain of Succeffion, than by preſerving 


that, to break the whole ro Pieces? Next let us ſee, who tis the 
Commons of England would render uncapable of inberiting the 
Imperial Crown; a Prince of the Royal Blood, nurſt and bred 


up in the Proteſtant Allegiance and Faith, and afrerwards ſeduced | 
and perverted ro the Romiſh Principles and. Superſtition. And 
what's that, bur a Prince whom the unanimous Voice both of King | 


and People (for ſuch are the Laws of England) bave declared guilty 
of High-Treaſon, as we find ir in the firſt Statute in the 23d of 
Elixabetb. N "A | PE = 1 
STATUTE. 

Be it Declared and Enacted by the Authority of this preſent Parlia- 
men, That all Perſons whatever, which have, or ſhall have, or pretend 
te have Power, or ſhall by am Way or Means put in Praftiſe to - 

—— | 5 2.4 e | ſua 7 


| JarM9) _ 
eiae, or withdraw any the Queens Majeſties SubjeAs, or any within 
er Highneſs's Realms and Dominions, from their Natural Obedience to 
her Majeſty; or withdraw em for that intent from the Religion now by 
her Highneſs s Authority eſtabliſh'd within her Highneſs s Dominions, to 
he Romiſh Religion, or to make them, or any of them, to promiſe any 
Obedience to any pretended Authority of the See of Rome, or any other 
Prince, State, or Potentate, to be had or uſed within her Dominion: ; or 
ſhall do any Overt- AF to that intent or purpoſe ; and every of them, ſhall 
be to all Intents adjudged to be Traytors; and being thereof L awfully con- 
vitted, ſhall have Judgment to ſuffer and forfeit as in Caſe of High- 
Treaſon. 3 bh + 5 3 
And if any Perſon, ſhall after the end of this Seſſions of Parliament, 
by any Means be willingly Abſolved, or withdrawn as aforeſaid, or 
willingh reconciled, or ſhall promiſe any ſuch Obedience to any ſuch pre- 
tended Authority, Prince, State, or Potentate, as is aforeſaid ; then eve: y 
ſuch Perſon, their Procurers and Counſellors thereunto, being thereof law- 
fully Convicted, ſhall be tryed and judged, and ſhall ſuffer and forfeit as 
in Caſes of High-Treaſon, PEA 1 
Nor was this Act any more than a Confirmation. and Explana- 
tion of an Act made before in the 13th Year of her Reign ; Hhere 
"tis likewiſe declared, That if any Perſon, or Perſons, ſhall willingly re- 
reive or take any Abſolutions, or Reconciliations from the See of Rome, 
that they and their Seducers ſhall be equally Guilty of High Treaſon. Nay, 
we have an Act even in Henry VIII Reign, in which is declared, 
That any Man that ſhall refuſe the Oath of Henry's Supremacy in Re- 
nunciation of the Pope, ſhall be Guilty of High Treaſon. , gy 
If then we have a Popiſh Heir preſumprive of the ſame Brand 
that theſe Laws have mark'd him our, I would ask what Crime 
tis in the People of England to endeavour to diſable a Traytor 
from wearing a Crown ? Beſides, they conſider they are under a 
regulated and bounded Government, a Government where no Man 
ſtands or falls but by his own Act and Decree; whilſt the whole 
Diſpenſation of Meum and Tuum are made by every Man's elf, or 
his Repreſentarives. Since then the People of England as the Law- 
makers are an eſſential Part of the Government, and are fully 
aſſur d in the Reign of a Papiſt, that Right will be deſtroy'd, why 
ſhould nor they be as active and vigorous for their own Royal In- 
herirance, and Sacred Succeſſion of Power, as a King for his? 
Nay, they ought to be the more vigorous of the two. For the King - 
in defending a Popiſh Heir, protects but that Succeſſor, whoſe 
Tyranny he ſhall never live to ſee (ſince it Commences bur from 
his Grave), but the People of England in Aſſerting their Rights and 
Liberties, and Defending themſelves and their Heirs, do oppoſe 
that Tyranny which they may both live to ſee and feel. And that 
they may aſſure themſelves they ſhall feel it, if ever a Papiſt mounts 
this Throne, chen all their Murmurs, their Petitions, . 
0 an 


(22) 3 
7 
and Aſſociation - Votes will be remember d to the pũrpoſe· 'He that 
bas gone a long and tireſome Journey, through Brakes and Briars 
to a ſplendid Palace, when once in Poſſeſſion, will ſend out ro Roor 
up all thoſe Thorns, and weed thoſe Thiſtles that gor d him in the 
way. Alas / too ſure he'll make good that old Promiſe of God to 
the Seed of the Woman, He'l cruſh their Heads, that bruiſed bis 
Heels, And would it not be hard, that the Folly and Fall of one 
Man, ſhould renew our old Adam misfortune, and entail a Curſe 
on our whole Engliſp Generation? If the Policy of Rome, like the 
Old Serpents Subtilty, has puft him up into an Ambition and Luſt 
of being equal ro God's; may he have Adam's Succeſs too, whilſt- 
the Proteſtant Hearts and Hands of England, ſtand like the Angel's 
Flaming Sword ro expel him from chat once Hereditary Paradiſe, | 
which now his Apoftacy has juſtly forfeited and loft. 3 . 
Beſides, that the difinheriring of an Heir to the Crown of Eng: 
land may not appear a Thing ſo illegal, or indeed ſo monſtrous as | 
ſome People would make it, I would only refer thoſe vehement | 
Aſſertors of the inviolable Right of Succeſſion, ro our own Chro- 
nicles for their confutation. For they'l find not only the Succeſſion 
vas ſcarce ever kept for Three Kings Reigns together, in a direct I 
Line of Deſcent, fince the Conqueſt ; bur that the Crown and Suc- 1 
ceſſion were frequently difpoſed and ſerrled by Acts of Parliament. 
y 


I ſhall need inſtance bur in ſome few Particulars; In the Twenty 
Fifth of Henry VIII. we find the Parliament ordering the Succefſion, 
and enacting, Thas the Imperial Crown of this Realm ſhall be to Ring I 
Henry VIII. and to the Heirs of bis Body lawfully begotten on Queen f 
Anne, and the Heirs of the Bodies of ſuch ſeveral Sons reſpectively, ac- el 
cording to the Courſe of Inheritanee ; and for default of ſuch Iſſue, then to y 
the Sons of his Body in lite manner; and upon failure of ſnch Iſſue, then 1 
20 the Lady Elizabeth, c. By the ſame Statute is every Subject at 
full Age obliged by an Oath to defend the Contents of this, and 
the refuſal made miſprifion of Treaſon. In the Twenty-Eighik 
Lear of his Reign, was that Act Repealed, and the Parliament 
entailed the Crown on the Heirs of his Body by Queen Fane, the 
Lady Mary, and the Lady Elizabeth being both declared illegiti- 
mate, the firſt as the Daughter of Katharine, formerly his Brothers |{*® 
Wife, and divorced ; and the laſt as the Daughter of Anne Boleign, df 
attainted of High Treaſen. And in Caſe he dy'd without Tſſue, x 25 ag: 
the Parliament empower d him by the ſame Act to diſpoſe of the Succeſſion © F 
by his own Letters Patents, or his laſt Mil. In the Thirty Fifth 
Year of his Reign the Parliament granted the Succeſſion to Edward, 
and for want of Heirs of his Body, to the Lady Mary, and the Heirs 0) 
ber Body; and for want of ſuch Heirs, to the Lady Elizabeth; but both 
ſubjed to ſuch Conditions as the King ſhould limit by his Letters Patents, 
er by bis laſt Will Signed by his Hand; and if the King left na ſuch 
Condition: by his Mill, or under his Letters Patents, then either of them 


ſhould 


(9 


Jpolld enjoy the Imperial Crown with the Limitations only made fp 1 5 


AR. By theſe Acts we may plainly ſee that the Sueceſſion of the 
Engliſh Crown was wholly ſubjected to the Diſpoſal, Derermina- 
tions, and Limitations of Parliament. And that we. may be well 
aſſured that that Right lay in them, Henry VIII. was a Prince of 
that Wiſdom and Prudence, and ſo far from ſubmitting to Parlia- 
ments, that we may be very well aſſured, that he would never have 
Complimented them with a Power that was not their due. If he 
had thought in the leaſt that he could have diſpoſed of the Sueceſſi- 
on himſelf, no doubt but he would have challenged the Preroga- 
tive, had he had it to challenge. And as in every one of theſe 
Three Acts they declared that their Zeal for ſettling the Succefli- 
on was for Prevention of thoſe Miſchiefs, and that Bloodſhed that 
might poſſibly be occaſioned by future Diſpures ; Here tis obſerved, 
that whilſt they thus bandied the Succeſſion ſo many various ways, 
by Three ſeveral Acts in one King's Reign, they did not ſo much 
reſpect the preſervation of the Right Heir, as the Kingdom's Safe- 
ty, For had they been ſo paſſionately Tender for the next of 
Blood in that Age, as ſome would have us be in this, they would 
never have excluded the Lady Mary and Elizabeth from rhe Crown 
in one Act, or never have re-admirted em again in another. Be- 
daes one Zn Fn remarkable in theſe Acts of Parliament, viz. the 
laſt Act of Parliament gives the Succeſſion ro thoſe very Ladies 
whom the King and Parliament had before declared and recorded 
Illegitimate. Nay, they had proceeded ſo far, as to make ir Trea- 
ſon for any Man . Printing, to Say or Declare, that 
either the Lady Mary or the Lady Elizabeth were legitimate; and 
yet afterwards theſe were no Impediments to debar them from a 
Throne. And England was never more bleſt, than under the long 
and glorious Reign of that excellent Prineeſs Elizabeth, how Illegi- 
timate ſoever ſhe had been rendered. I ſhall only cite one Act 
more, and that is the 13. of Elizabeth, where 'tis made Treaſon to 
affirm the Right of Succeſſion of the Crown to be in any other than the 
Queen; or to affirm that the Laws and Statutes made in Parliament, do 
not bind the Right of the Crown, and the Deſcent, Limitation, Inheri- 
ance, and Governance thereof, If after ſo plain and evident Proofs 
ff the undeniable Power of Parliaments, we meer ſo many ſnarlers 
pgainſt-cthe Proceedings of the laſt, I know no excuſe they can 
ake for themſelves, but by owning their Ignorance to be as great 


$ their Impudence. hs ; 3 
If then (which no Man in his right Wits can deny) our Religi- 
n, Lives, and Liberties are only held by a Proteſtant Tenure, 
nd the Majeſty of England not only by the force of his Coronation 
Dath, but by all the Tyes whatever ought to be the Pillar and Bul- 
ark of the Proteſtant Faith, and at the ſame Time granting that 
e have a Popiſh Prince to inherit the Imperial Crown of . 
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' he ought certainly in all Juſtice as little to aſcend this Throfe, Is 
' Nebuchadnezzar ought to have kept his, when the immediate blaſt 
he was only a Companion fir for Brutes and Savages. And if he 
had no injuſtice done him when he was truſt out into his proper 
Element, to feed and herd with the Beaſts of the Field; a Papiſt 
Heir of England with that perſuaſion and Principles ſo deſtructive 


from the Succeſſion, as a fitter Gueſt for a Cloyſter than a Throne. 


ately upon this the afflicted King as a true Father of his Country, 
notwithſtanding all the Compunctions of Nature, and Tyes of 


as the Son of a Shepherd, where diveſted of all his Prineely For- 
tunes, and ignorant of his own high Blood, he ſhould end his Days 


of England, for effectually oppoſing Popery by diſinheritipg a we 


W the undeniable Aſſurance of being pur into a Flame; when Priam' 
Fear was bur a Dream ? How fabulous ſoever this Story may ap- 


but a very little Price upon their Country, and conclude our Eng. 
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of Heaven had made him ſo uncapable of Ruling as a King, thar 


to the Britiſh State, has as little wrong done him in being debar'd 


J remember Story tells us, That the Mother of Paris, the Son of 
King Priam, dreaming before his Birth ſhe had brought forth a 
Firebrand that ſhould one Day ſer their Troy in Flames, immedi- 


Blood, was ſo far from Cheriſhing even his-own Race, and a Branch 
of himſelf, that he ordered the Infant to be bred up amongſt Swains, 


in ignoble Obſcurity. And all this out of the Prophetick horror 
but of a Dream, that ſeemed to threaten the Peace and Safety of 
his Kingdom. And how much more Reaſon has the preſent Power 


piſh Succeſſor, when under a Popiſh Monarch, our Troynov4nt has 


pear, yer I am certain we have too much Reaſon to eſteem the 
Moral of it Oraculous. And ſurely our preſent greateſt Sricklerf 
for an unbroken Succeſſion of the Crown, muſt of all Mankind fe 


land the moſt inconſiderable Part of Chriſtendom, when the Inrerct 
of one Man ſhall out- weigh that of Three Kingdoms, with the 
whole Safety of Religion itſelf, and the Glory of God to fill up th 
Jallance. Bur indeed they are reſolved to be poſitive: And be the 
Ext of Blood a Papiſt or a Mahomeran, yet if he be born to it, le: 
him Govern us; And truly I cannor forbear to Repeat one of thei! 
commoneſt Arguments, and as they think ſtrongeſt; which is, If. 
Son of a private Gentleman, though a Papiſt, ſhall Inherit and quit! 
poſſeſs his Hereditary Eſtate ; I it not bard, nay, barbarous Injuſti 
| That the Son of a King, and the Heir of a Crown, ſhould leſe bis Pati 
mony of Three Kingdoms for being a Papiſtes *_ © 
Though this Argument, as Argumenlum 4 Fortiori, has might] 
ſound int, yet how feeble will it appear, when the Analogy fhu 


be examin'd! Ha e 
The papiſt Gentleman that's born to an Eſtate, may peaceab 
Inherit it, yes, and with ſome Reaſon for it: For he's a Subj« 
of a Proteſtant Kingdom, and as ſuch has Proteſtant Laws to ru 


Wl 


5 (25) 
him: He can neither force his Neighbour or his Tenant ro Maſs, 
or impriſon or burn em for Hereticks, nor ſeize their Eſtates as 
ſorfeited to Rome, whilſt he is a Papiſt. His Religion is only to 
himſelf, and if he rakes any violent or unlawful Courſe to propa- 
gate his own Perſuaſion, he's not ſo big but he may be brought in- 
to Weſtminſter-Hall to anſwer for it. Nay, poſſibly the Papitt Sub- 
ject under a Proteſtant Government, may ſometimes behave him- 
elf as à more harmleſs and quiet Commonwealths-man, than a 
Proteſtant himſelf, if for no other than his own Preſervation, as 
not daring ro awaken that Juſtice that may inflict the penal Sta- 
. tures againſt him for his Recuſancy. , 
But how directly contrary to all this is the influence of a Ro- 
miſn Heir, when there is not one of all theſe deſtructive Qualities 
_ (of which a private Man can ne'er be guilty) that he on the other 
fide ſhall not vigorouſly and undoubredly put in execution, when 
once the acquiſition of a Crown has Enabled him for it, as we have 
at large Diſcourſed before ?, And if the Princely Popiſh Heir be 
diſinherited, when a private Gentleman eſcapes, tis nor for his Reli- 
gion, for that may be alike in both; but for his uncontroulable 
ower of eftabliſhing that Religion, which a Royal Sration will 
// ² A ꝛ =. 
Alas! The Proteſtant Strength is above the Fear of any little 
Popiſh Beaſts of Prey: It only behoves their Safety, to hunt the 
Imperial Lyon down. VVV 
If then the Engliſh Blood boils ſo high, and the acceſs of a Pa- 
piſt ro a Throne muſt neceſſarily meer a Paſſage ſo difficult, with 
all theſe ſolid Bars between; if his Religion were as Honourable 
as tis invincible, what Deathleſs Fame, and what eternal Tro- 
phies might a Popiſh Heir atchieve, if the welfare of a King and 
: 233 could ſo far influence him, as freely of himſelf to make 
the Union of King and Peeple a Work of his own Creation, by 
ſlacking the fatal Strength of a too generous Brother's over. violent 
Friendſhip ; and ſo rendering our univerſal Peace his Inclination, 
and not Necefhity ? ff... 0 his Os 
I remember in the old Roman Hiſtory, when a long Plague had 
. reigned in Rome, and an Earthquake had opened a prodigious 
Gulph in the middle of the Forum, their Conſulted Oracle told 'em, 
that neither the Plague ſhould be ſtop'd, nor the Breach cloſed, till 
the moſt Noble Victim in Rome had appeaſed their angry Deity. 
When Curtius, a Nokile Youth of Rome, of the beſt and higheſt 
Roman quality, and moſt” Princely adorn'd, and moſt gallantly 
Mounted on Horſeback, with a Look ſo gay and fo cheerful, more 
like that of a Bridegroom than a Sacrifice, amidſt a Thouſand won- 
dering Tender Eyes around him, rode head-long into rhe yawn- 
ing Pit. Thus falling, unterrified at fo dreadful a . r for 
bis Countries Deliverance, . the Promiſe of the . 
| 'D cle; 
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5 8 
cle; for rhe Peſtilence ceaſed, and the clofing Earth Sealed up his 

The voluntary reſignation of a Popiſh Heir, would be. no 
leſs a ſignal National Service in the preſent exigence of England, 
than that of Curtius in Rome; only tis attended with milder Cir- 
cumſtances. Our State as dangerous as it is, does not require any 
Sanguinary Sacrifice: The Cure he might make to all our Plagues, | 
would be only the eaſier Oblation of quitting the doubrful proſpect 
of a Remote and Craggy Throne; and that too, to refix a ſhaking 
Crown, to regain the Hearts of a whole Nation, and build him- 
ſelf that Pyramid of Honour, which would ourſhine the wearing 


| Beſides, ler Plotting but once end, and the Pendant Sword, 
which like that of Damocles hangs but by a Hair o'er our Sove- 


raigns Head, be ſafely ſheath'd, and give Nature fair play, the 
little diſparity of their Years conſidered, 


, the * of a Crown 
in all human probability, would nor appear at ſo much diſtance, 


and ſuch uncertainty, altogether ſo extravagant an Offering, e- 


| ſpecially when 'ris made for a King and Brother's Safety and Glory, 


a Kingdom's Peace and Proſperity; nay, indeed the whole repole 


of Chriſtendom, when the concordance of the King and Parlia- 


ment is the greateſt Means for ſtrengthening thoſe Foreign Allian- 
ces, that may give check to the fatal Growth of France. ON 
VN. B. This was Writ in the Year 1691. 
Nay, above all this, what immortal Glory would it bring even 
to the Remiſh Religion itſelf, when a Prince ſo immediately allied 
to a Crown, ſhall voluntarily lay afide the Hopes and Pretenſions 


to a Temporal Diadem for an immortal One? And how many 
more, at leaſt more hearty ' Converts would fo tranſcendant an 


example of Piety make, beyond the utmoſt ſeverer influence of a 
Throne? Nay, I may even without flattery ſay, the Deed would 
make him ſo adorable, that for loſing a Crown, he would almoſt 
raiſe himſelf an Altar. : „ 5 
But Rome (Heaven knows) has other Work in Hand, ſhe'll have 
no Proſelites of that kind of Creation; her Rode of Converſion, I 
aſſure you, lies quite another Way: Befides, her Champions are 
not made of ſo pure, and ſo refin'd an Oar, their Minerals are more 


courſe, and more allay'd. Her Saints, in ſpighr of all their hea- 


venly Contemplations, have till ſo much of Earth about them, 
that like rhe Feet of Daniel's Image, they are a mixture between 
Iron and Clay. , 


Bur to ſum up all; If no Reaſon muſt or ſhall revail, and that 


right or wrong a Papiſt muſt Succeed, when all the inſeparable 
Cruelties of Pope and Popery ſhall ſurround us; ſuppoſe the worſt 


that may be, that the dreadful approach of certain ſlavery, ſo op- 
poſite to the Free-born Genius gf England, has exaſperated them in- 
| ow Es 


5 n 
to 3 Spirit of Rebellion; What is it but the peſtilential Air of 
reigning Popery, that bloats and ſwells them into that Contagion ? 
And if the Popiſh King ſummons all his Thunder ro puniſh 'em 
fot't, What can the greateſt Favourer of Rome make more ont, 
than that he warpsthem crooked, and then breaks them to pieces 
becaule they are not ſtraight? And what's the whole Sum of a Re- 
volring Narion under a Popiſh Tyrant, bur uſing a violent Cure, 
to expel an univerſal Poyſon ? 3 * 

But here will ſome prerended pious Objectors ſay, How ſhall we 
dare to Revolt > Remember we are Chriſtians, and we muſt Obey, or at 
leaſt yield a Paſſive Obedience to our King ; be his Religion, Principles, 
or Government never ſo Tyrannick, he is ſtill the Lords Anointed, and 
our Native Soveraign. 1 „ 


I would ask what this Lord? s Anointed is? and who tis is our 


Native Soveraiga, when inſtead of being Free Subjects, Pope 
and Tyranny ſhall Rule over us, and we are made Slaves and 
Papifts? We are bound indeed by our Oaths of Allegiance, to a 
conſtant Loyalty ro rhe King and his Lawful Succeſſors. Very 
right; by that Oath we are bound to be his Lawtul Succeſſors 
Loyal Subjects; But why his Loyal Slaves? Or how is an arbi- 
trary abſolure Popiſh Tyrant, any longer a Lawful Succeſſor ro a 
Proteſtant eftabliſh'd and bounded Government, when lawfully 
{ucceeding to this limited Monarchy, he aſterwards violently, 
unlawfully, and tyrannically over-runs the duE& Bounds of Power, 
diſſolves the whole Royal Conſtitution of rhe Three Free States of 


England, and the Subiects Petition of Right? Whilſt wholly a- 


bandoning thoſe Reins of Government which were his lawful 
Birthright, and making new ones of his own illegal Creation, he 
makes vs neicher rhoſe Freeborn Subjects we were when we rook 
that Oath, nor himſelf that King we ſwore to be Loyal roo. But 
alas! that Bugbear Paſſive Obedience is a Notion crept into the 
World, and moft zealouſly, and perhaps as ignorantly defended. 
There never wanted the Authority even of Holy Writ itſelf on all 
Occaſions to vindicare every Thing; and there's ſcarce a precedent 
in the oldeſt Hiſtorick part of rhe Bible, that ſhall nor by an ex- 
torred Application, be appropriated even to the Duty and Neceſſi- 
ty of all Ages, Places and Conſtitutions of the World. For Ex- 
ample, They'll tell you that the Prophet Samuel males this Anſwer to 
the Jews that deſired a King, That he would make their Sint and Daugh- 
ters Slaves, and give their Fields, their Vineyards, and their Olive- 
yards, &c. to his Servants, and all this and much more they muſt ex- 
pet from a King, &c. And ye ſhall cry out in that Day, becauſe of your 
King that ye have choſen, and the Lord will not hear you in that Day. 
IWhich was as much, as if the Prophet had ſaid, If a King ſhall, as be 


may do this, you have no redreſs but to your Prayers for his Converſion, 


and they perhaps too ſhall not be heard. He does not tell them they 


 migbr 
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might revolt or rebel to redreſs themſelves; no, Heaven forbid he 
| ſhould: For what was the King they deſired, hut like thoſe of 
the Naticns about them? And what were thoſe Kings but Ab- 
ſolute ? In their own Breath lay the Voice of the Laws, and Sic 
volo fic jubeo was a Decree or Starute ; and if they voluntarily ſub- 
mitted, and vowed Allegiance to a King ſo Abſolute, and ſo Ar- 
bitrary, as ſuch they 'ought to Obey him: And as they freely 
would run all risks of whatever might follow, it was their own 
Choice, and Volenti non fit Injuria. Here indeed a Paſſive Obedi- 
ence was due; But what's this to a King of England ? "Tis not 
here, Sic volo ſic jubeo, here tis firſt fic'vult populus, and then comes 
fic jubet Rex. Here all our Laws and Decrees by which we are 
Govern'd, are of the Peoples Choice; firſt made by the Spbject, 
and then confirm'd by the King. Here a King cannor rake our 


- 
* 


Sons and Daughters, or our Fields and Vineyards away, unleſs. , 


we pleaſe to give him them. 5 
If the Three States of England, which we ſuppoſe the whole Body 
of England lawfully convened in Parliament, ſhall ſubmit ro ſuch an 
arbitrary Majeſty, to have their Magna Charta aboliſh'd, their Re- 
ligion and Liberties deſtroyed, and to have . Popery and Arbitrary 


Power ſet up, and yield to have the Right of Lords and Commons 


extirpated, and all devolve into the King, ſo that like the Old 
| Kings of ael, he may ſet up Idols and molten Calves, and make 
us bow down and worſhip em; if they will do all this, then indeed 
we are his lawful Slaves, and as ſuch, tis our Duty to pay him 


an entire, undiſputed Obedience. * wy: 
I would only beg the World ſeriouſly to confider how, Monar- 
chy itſelf is acquired and founded, and then the Duty of Subjects 


will be more eaſily diſcern d. DE 
Mona rely can be acquired but two Ways. | 


Firſt, By the Choice of the People, who frequently in the be- 
ginning of the World, cur of the natural defire of Sept „ for the 
ſecuring a peaceful Community and Converſation, choſe a ſingle 
Perſcn to be their Head, as a proper ſupream Moderator: in all 
Differences that might ariſe ro diſquiet tbat Community. Thus 


were Kings made for the People, and not the People for the 


The other acquiſition of Monarchy, was by Conqueſt. The 
G ory and Pleaſure of Reigning grew ſo tempting, that (eſpecially 
in later Ages) they ſpur'd on ambitious Minds to obtain that by 
F rce, which in the Infancy of Time, and the firſt Original of 
Narione, appears to be generally the Peoples Choice, and nor 
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d the Peoples Submiſſion, che Right of Kings is Sacred ; 


Now Conqueſt is Twofold: 


The firſt-ſort is, where the Conqueror wholly over-runs a Na- 
on, or People, and like thoſe that take Towns by Storm, deſtroys 
nd depopulates, kills or enflaves ; and then eſtabliſhes Religion, 
ights and Laws, ſolely at the Will of the Conqueror, AE LIES 
The other kind is, when the vanquiſh d come to capitulate be- 
"Tre they yield, and only ſurrender upon Terms. #7224 
Such was our laſt Norman Conqueſt, when the Inhabitants 
f Kent, and the Biſhops of London upon a parley, prevailed with 
im (as our Records atteſt) ro confirm their Cuſtoms and Rights 
ſtabliſh'd and granted them by Edward the Conſeſſor, whilft the 
nity of the Conqueror, contenting himſelf with no larger a Pre- 
ogative than their laft Saxon King had poſſeſs d before him; ſub- 
itted to make their own Native Common Laws of England, the 
standard of his Juſtice, and the Continuation of their Ancient 
vileges the cement of their new Allegiance. TW: 
In this mild Channel ran the Engliſh Monarchy, till in the 
Reign of Henry III. the Magna Charta was confirm d; which in- 
ld was but a Monumental Regiſter of the Liberties and Immu- 
nities of Engliſh Men, enjoyed before (tho not ſo fix d) in their 
pious Edward's Reign. In this ſtate has the Majeſty of England, 
the Dignity of Parliaments, and the Liberty of the People (bating 
heir former ſerviliry to Rome) continued ever ſince. And if now 
at laſt, Popery muſt and ſhall come in (as by Law it cannot) and 
onſequently muſt be reſtored by Arbitrary Power: If a new Mo- 
narchy, then a new Conqueſt; and if a Conqueſt, Heaven forbid 
we ſhould be ſubdued like leſs than Engliſh-men ; or be debar'd the 
Common Right of all Nations, which is, ro reſiſt and repel an In- 
vader if we can. ; £ F 
But ro ſum up all this, I muſt ſay, rhe moſt vehement Diſpu- 
rants againſt the Peoples Right of defending themſelves, muſt at 
leaſt acknowledge thus much, that whenever a Popiſh King ſhall 
by Tyranny eſtabliſh the Pope's Juriſdiction in England, undoubt- 
edly in the Eye of God he is guilty of a greater Sin, than that Peo- 
ple can be, that with open Arms oppoſe that Tyranny. For by 
introducing Popery by Tyranny, by one unjuſt Power he eſtabliſhes 
another as unjuſt; and by one ill, defends a worſe : Whereas the 
People of England, in taking Arms againſt that Tyranny, defend a 
juſt Right, viz. their Religion, Lives and Liberties. _ 8 
Thus when a Popiſn Monarch ſnall ſubvert all Right, and vio- 
late all Laws, till oppreſſing a wretched Nation, more like a Lupus 
Agri than Pater Patriæ, he ſo wholly perverts the Duty of his great 
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| Ofick; and defacisin himſelf the neareſt Ihag of a Deiry; by fo 


ror of this Gorgon in ſpight of all their Native Duty, has harden d 
Vengeance and Deſtruction? If this be our Rod of Iron, this the 
about a Plot, give the Papiſts that Point, and allow them all they 


Murder, and Bed/ow's dying Atteſtations, Sc. are nothing to the 


ſame Time, that Providence has decreed us a Papiſt and a Bigot 
for a King; no matter then for Plotters, Jeſuirs, or Ruffians; The 


falſly repreſenting his Vicegerent; Imagine on the other ſide, a per. 


ſecuted deplorable People, even abandon d by God, and fo exaſpe. 


rated by injuſtice till they ſtruggle againſt the Yoke, and the Hor. 
em into diſobedience, and then what can a peor Nation expect but 


King ordain'd to rule over us, What ſignifies all our long pudder 


dare ask, that there neither is, nor has been any Popiſh Plot: 
That the Evidence are perjur d, and that Coleman's Letters, Godfrey's 


purpoſe: Grant this and twice as much more; yet allowing at the 


very eſſence of a Popiſh Succeſſor is the greateſt Plot upon England 
ſince the Creation. A Plot of God himſelf to ſcourge a Nation, 
and make Three Kingdoms miſerable. As for the other Plot, what 
Was it but a ſecret Confederacy between a handful of feeble Vil- 


lains, the Limbs of the Roman Hydra ? but, alas! with all their 
Defigns they were bur Men, and as ſuch we have ſeen them both 
detected and defeated. But if we are predeſtined fora Romiſh Go- 
vernment, that's a Plot indeed, a Deſign form'd by the irreſiſtible 


Decrees of Heaven, either for our Sins, or what Cauſe to itſelf 


beſt known, to lay a groaning Country in Ruin. Nay the Ruin 
is ſo univerſal, we muſt give it no bounds. For upon the Suppo- 


fition of a Popiſh Heir, we muſt not conclude that tis only the 
poor diſtrefled Proteſtants that ſhall feel the ſmart, and ſtand the 
mark of Slavery and Martyrdom.: A Popiſh King has thar peſtilen- 
tial influence, that he blaſts even the very Party he ſmiles upon, 
and entails a Curſe upon his deareſt darling Favourites. As for 
inſtance, if after this King's Reign, ſteps up a Proteſtant Prince, 
(for ſurely the whole Royal Blood muſt not all follow his Apoſtacy, 
and degenerate in ſecula ſeculorum) then what becomes of the Popiſh 
Intereſt in the next Generation, and, all that flouriſhing Party, 
whom either the Wirchcrafrs of Rome, or the Contagion: of Regis ad 


exemplum has nurſt up for Ruin? Tis the greateſt Toil of the next 
King's Reign, to make thoſe ſeverer Statutes for future Ages, to 
ſuppreſs the Inſolencies and Follies of the paſt; whilſt thoſe very 


Idols that were Saints but Yeſterday, are now cruſh d and daſh'd 


to pieces. 


Thus a Popiſh King undoes at once, the Heretick Party in his 
own Reign, and the Roman Catholick in the next. And then who 
is it, that he either does or can make happy? Why nothing but 
an Atheiſt, he that believes there is no God, and ſo makes the 


Name 


(37-2 2 8 
Name of the moſt faſhionable Religion, the Bawd to his Pleaſures 
and Preferments; or at beſt that Latitudinarian Believer, that 
can kneel to a Crucifix to Day, and burn it to Morrow. This, and 
this only Principle, can be ſafe under a Papiſt; and theſe ate the 
only Men that in their right Wits ought re be unconcern d at the 
Danger of a Popiſh Succeſſor. | FF 
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